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Essay Prompts
Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior

Respond to one of the prompts below in a well-developed essay of 750-1,000 words. Be sure to follow MLA format and include direct quotations from the text to support your claims. 

Possible Prompts

· Compare and contrast Dellarobia and her mother-in-law, Hester and explore how their relationship represents an overall theme of the novel. 

· Compare and contrast the representation of beauty and tragedy as witnessed in the novel and what they connect to the meaning of the work as a whole. 

· When discussing the general public’s denial of climate change, the conversation becomes tense. Dellarobia notes that “People are scared to face up to a bad outcome. That’s just human. Like not going to the doctor when you’ve found a lump. If fight or flight is the choice, it’s easier to fly” (Kingsolver 321). Discuss the meaning of this quotation and explore how it is further evidenced throughout the novel to represent a deeper theme. 
· When first meeting Ovid, Dellarobia explains what little knowledge she has about the butterflies, not knowing that Ovid is a scientist himself who exclusively studies the monarch butterflies. He chose not to tell her upfront, because as he says, “I never learn anything from listening to myself” (Kingsolver 122). What does this quotation reveal about Ovid, and how does it connect to an overall theme of the novel? 

· There are countless examples of claims about two types of people in the world which all boil down to one claim—us and them. Discuss how this gap (and the tools to bridge it) are explored throughout the novel. 
